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HCT, DRY CONDITIONS PROMPT MORE CAMPFIRE BANS FOR B.C.

HOT, DRY CONDITIONS PROMPT MORE CAMPFIRE BANS FOR B.C.

7/26/2010 3:41 PM
VICTORIA  As of noon on Thursday, July 29, campfire bans will be in effect around most of the province, Minister of
Forests and Range Pat Bell said today.

We are heading into the peak fire season and the fire danger rating for most of the province is high to extreme,
said Bell. Rain isn t expected in the immediate future so we are implementing these bans to limit the chance of
human-caused fires.

Fires of any size, including campfires, fires with a burn registration number and industrial burning, fireworks, tiki
torches and burning barrels will be prohibited in the Kamloops, Northwest, Cariboco and Prince George Fire Centres.
This is in addition to the ban already in effect in the Coastal Fire Centre.

Many people feel that campfires are part and parcel with camping, said Bell. But there is a wide array of activities
that you can take part in while enjoying B.C. s outdoors. Go for a hike, build a sandcastle with your kids or swim in
the river. There is so much to enjoy out there.

The public is urged to exercise extreme caution on forested land with any activity that could lead to a wildfire. Make
sure to extinguish cigarettes safely and avoid driving ATVs and motorcycles through tall grass and undergrowth.

1f you ignore a campfire ban, you will be fined $345. If your recklessness causes a wildfire, you could be fined up to
$1 million or spend three years in prison and be held responsible for fire suppression costs, said Bell. Compliance
and enforcement officers, including the RCMP, will be out in full force during the August long weekend,

Also, as lightning becomes more common in the hot, dry summer menths, it is crucial that crews are available to
respond to naturally occurring wildfires, Person-caused wildfires divert critical resources away from managing these

lightning-caused fires.
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